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My Dear Colleague, 

RE: ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES (ACEs) AND 
THE FILM PAPER TIGERS - AN INVITATION 
 

No child should be a prisoner of their own biography, haunted by the ghosts of their adverse childhood 
experiences (ACEs). Each is entitled to challenge and overcome the negative forces that may have shaped 
them, and to build upon the positives of their upbringing. The internationally researched truth however is 
that in too many cases this does not happen and young people remain trapped in the prison of their own 
childhood experiences, and all too often repeat this cycle with their own offspring. In addition, irrefutably, 
childhood maltreatment impacts negatively on later life, health, well-being and prospects. This 
maltreatment can take many forms: 

• Physical abuse 

• Sexual abuse 

• Domestic violence 

• Parental separation 

• Emotional neglect 

• Emotional abuse, 

All ACEs have contributed towards what has been called a 
chronic public health disaster 

There are no easy answers to revering this upward trend. But these children and their parents are longing 
for a healing. Throughout the world, throughout history, and even more so today, people seek a life with 
dignity in just and sustainable communities. Not only people, but the whole of creation seems to cry out 
for relief, consolation, and healing. The way to achieve this is through compassion. The principle of 
compassion lies at the heart of all ethical, moral and spiritual traditions, calling for one to treat all others as 
they wish to be treated themselves. When communities inclusive of educators, policymakers, faith and 
spiritual leaders, mental health and law enforcement professionals, come together to tackle an issue there is 
proven success. Therein lies compassion. 

 

The film, Paper Tigers, produced by Karen Pritzker and Jamie Redford is about children who suffer from 
trauma and toxic stress, who really have adverse childhood experiences. Shot in an intimate vérité 
style, Paper Tigers is a testament to what the latest developmental science is proving: that one caring adult 
can help break the cycle of adversity in a young person’s life. Paper Tigers follows six troubled teens over 
the course of a year at Lincoln Alternative High School in rural Walla Walla, Washington. Considered a 
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last chance before dropping out, many students come to Lincoln with a history of behavioural problems, 
truancy, and substance abuse. In 2010, the principal learned about the science of what a disturbed 
childhood does to a developing brain. “Stressed brains can’t learn” was what he took away from an 
educational conference and with that impetus he set about creating a curriculum and an ethos capable of 
helping the most damaged and most vulnerable. 

The CoED Foundation is elated to partner with the US based KPJR Films to host a limited viewing of the 
Paper Tigers in England: London, Birmingham, Nottingham and Newcastle. Along with the screening we 
will host a community dialogue, as to how we can raise awareness concerning Childhood Trauma and 
Toxic Stress. Each screening begins with a buffet meal and ends with a discussion focussing on the role of 
community and faith leaders, young people, educators and Social workers in tackling these real ever 
growing challenges.  The screenings are free events and can be booked by accessing the following 
Eventbrite link:   

I do hope that you will be able to find the time to attend the screening and discussion, for increasingly, 
professionals and communities are seriously concerned about the impact of ACEs on children and young 
people both in the short and long term.  Unless we systematically address these issues the future cohesion 
and wellbeing of our society is in serious peril.   

 

With great respect and love, 

 

 

 

 

 

Maurice Irfan Coles (CEO) 

 

 

 



THE COED FOUNDATION
requests your presence at

THE BIRMINGHAM SCREENING OF 

PAPER TIGERS
a documentary film by James Redford

Wednesday 16th November 2016

James Redford’s film sheds light on new scientific research about young people 
who suffer from Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs).

The CoED Foundation seeks to facilitate a dialogue between those 
who work with young people in areas such as

Mental Health, Education, Youth & Social Services, Law 
Enforcement and Faith & Spiritual Development.

After the screening, over tea and coffee there will be a panel discussion 
and Q&A moderated by CoED Patron Reverend Dr. Keith Magee. 

Panel:

Bishop Joseph Aldred - Churches Together in England
Dr. Andrea Eugenio Cavanna - University of Birmingham

Mohammad Amin Evans - Clifton Muslim Interfaith Group
Professor Ian Grosvenor - University of Birmingham

Right Honourable Gisela Gschaider Stuart - MP

Light Buffet & Screening:

Starts 6.30pm  
Ends 8.30pm

Location: 

Fazeley Studios, 
191 Fazeley Street,

Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 5SE

To confirm your attendance please call or email Zara: 
 07948 553 788 / zarataswar@yahoo.co.uk

Or visit www.eventbrite.co.uk  ‘Paper Tigers - Nottingham’ to book your ticket.
 



Wednesday 16th November

Fazeley Studios,
191 Fazeley Street,

Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 5SE 

Time: 6.30pm-8.30pm

Register for FREE TICKETS @ www.eventbrite.co.uk

THE COED FOUNDATION
presents

New thinking in the care of young people in our community...

A Presentation and Panel Discussion about 
James Redford’s award-winning documentary

PAPER TIGERS


